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Recommendation

1. The Neighbourhood Committee is asked to agree to contribute funds to upgrade 
the Broad Quay works from concrete paving slabs to natural stone paving slabs as 
recommended for approval by the CCH Environment Sub Group;
a. Option 1: The Neighbourhood Committee is asked agree the CIL contribution 
of £250k to upgrade the whole of the Broad Quay works, Areas B and C, as 
outlined in Appendix 1; or
b. Option 2: The Neighbourhood Committee agrees that they wish to give 
some financial support to the Broad Quay project. The Committee agrees to the 
CIL contribution of £125k to upgrade the materials for the works in this key 
destination and primary pedestrian /cycle route across the Centre – Area C on 
Appendix 1.
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Summary

Construction Works are due to start in December 2016 on Broad Quay and the Centre. 
The detailed design is being finalised and the contract will be awarded mid-October.

The works are funded by the Department of Transport (DfT) and are targeted at 
delivering public transport and cycling improvements. These works involve a major 
redesign of one of the city’s key destinations, where projects would be expected to be 
delivered to the highest quality of design and materials. There is shortfall of £250k 
between the cost of repaving the works area in natural stone as opposed to the 
concrete slabs that DfT funding would normally cover. 

The Neighbourhood Committee and Neighbourhood Partnership is asked to agree to CIL 
being used to upgrade the quality of the paving materials on this important scheme. 
There are two options:

Option 1: £250k would uplift the paving in the whole Broad Quay area from concrete 
slabs to natural stone – Areas B & C on Appendix 1 
Option 2: £125k would uplift the paving in on the Broad Quay SW quadrant from 
concrete slabs to natural stone. Broad Quay East and the northern bus stop on Broad 
Quay west would then be paved in concrete slabs - Area C on Appendix 1

Background

1. DfT funding is available for two separate programmes over the next two years that will bring 
public realm and sustainable transport improvements to Broad Quay and the Centre. These are: 
- the Bus Shelter Replacement project (SRP) and 
- the Prince Street Cycling Ambition Fund (CAF) project     

Visit: https://bristol.citizenspace.com/place/prince-street-cycling-ambition-fund-project/
These projects present a unique opportunity to build on the cycling, public transport and public 
realm improvements in progress on The Centre as part of MetroBus (see Appednix 1)and will 
greatly enhance this key destination in the city. 

Context

2. The SRP and CAF works affect the whole Broad Quay corridor and impact on the environment of 
the one of the most important and visited destinations in the Centre - St Augustines Reach and the 
Cascade Steps. (See Appendix 1). 

SRP will see the four large bus stops on Broad Quay upgraded to provide longer accessible kerbs 
and larger bus shelters. This will require significant changes to the levels of the wider public 
realm, back to the building frontages and steps.

CAF:  In order to achieve the additional space required to bring a delineated cycle route through 
Broad Quay, the existing podium and ramp will be removed. This will allow generous pedestrian 

https://bristol.citizenspace.com/place/prince-street-cycling-ambition-fund-project/
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space around the cycle route and behind the bus stops, where there is currently congestion at 
busy times. 

The DfT funding is targeted at delivering public transport and cycling improvements. It does not 
reflect the additional costs of works being undertaken in major destinations and ‘special’ places, 
such as the Cascade steps, where high quality materials would be expected to enhance the 
unique character of the area. 

The MetroBus works are introducing a new, more accessible, high quality palette of york stone 
and pennant stone along St Augustines Parade to Electricity House.  See Appendices 2.  This is 
beyond the scope of the DfT funding for the CAF and SRP project however and there is not 
sufficient funding to undertake all of the public realm improvements to the high quality that is 
desirable for this key location.  

The existing paving material on The Centre – cropped granite setts – has been widely criticised, 
particularly by disabled access groups, who are limited to retrofitted ‘smooth’ routes, and 
cyclists. The SRP and CAF improvements are an opportunity to address this issue and repave the 
area in a smooth paving material.

To undertake these works in standard concrete paving materials would miss a unique 
opportunity for a coherent upgrade to the wider environment of the Centre and in particular to 
the key destination of the Cascade Steps/Broad Quay. £250k additional funding is needed to 
supplement the CAF and SRP projects to enable these works to be undertaken in natural stone 
however.  BCC is trying to reduce the number of materials that are used across the city centre to 
make it easier and cheaper to maintain. Most of our prestige spaces, including College Green 
and Queen Square, are paved in traditional natural york and pennant stone. Natural stone is a 
finite resource, but is in many ways more sustainable than concrete products. Natural stone uses 
far less energy and water in production, it retains its high quality finish and in the future it can be 
lifted and reused if required. Concrete products by contrast bleach in sunlight and are seldom 
reused. 

Officers have explored the possibility of finding additional capital monies from other budgets to 
cover this funding shortfall, but this is not possible in the current climate. The Neighbourhood 
Partnership priorities include promoting sustainable transport modes – walking, cycling and 
public transport – and a high quality, inclusive, environment, which are rationale for these 
improvements. It also has sufficient CIL available that could be allocated to provide the uplifted 
quality materials. If no additional funding is available from CIL to supplement the SRP and CAF 
project budgets the area will be repaved in concrete slabs. 

The project has been discussed at the CCHE Environment and Transport subgroups over the past 
six months. The Environment Group meeting of 7 September 2016 agreed to support the project 
and recommend that CIL funding be allocated to enhance the works. The CCHE Transport 
subgroup of 21 September agreed to meet with officers to assess the additional value generated 
by the uplift in the quality of materials.
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Proposal

3.   MetroBus is repaving the north and west sides of the Centre in natural stone. See Appendix 2. 
£250k is needed to continue the upgrade of the paving material from concrete to natural stone 
on the SRP and CAF projects areas. These are Areas Band C indicated on Appendix 1.

Area C includes the main pedestrian and cycle route across the Centre and key city destination 
of the Cascade steps. It is one of the most popular and visited places in the city. If a choice had 
to made to uplift the quality of just one part of the Centre this location would achieve the 
greatest impact for the greatest number of people.  

Two options are therefore offered for consideration by the Neighbourhood Committee and 
Partnership.  

Option 1: To agree the CIL contribution of £250k to upgrade the whole of the Broad Quay 
works, Areas B and C, as outlined in Appendix 1 from concrete paving slabs to natural stone 
paving slabs. 

Option 2: To provide more limited financial support to the Broad Quay project and agree to the 
CIL contribution of £125k to upgrade the materials for the works on the key destination across 
the Centre – Area C on Appendix 1 only.

Public Sector Equality Duties

4. The Shelter Replacement Programme is specifically aimed at making public transport a more 
accessible and positive experience for all users, but in particular for protected groups.

The CAF programme is aimed at increasing participation in cycling by creating a network of safe, 
‘8-80’s cycle routes that are protected from motor vehicles. This is intended to promote cycling 
in under-represented groups – in particular women, older and younger people - and to help 
tackle poor air quality and inactivity, both of which impact disproportionately on less advantaged 
groups and lead to poor health across the community. The CAF works on Broad Quay have been 
designed to provide a clear route for people cycling along Broad Quay and across The Centre. 
This is complemented by a parallel route away from people cycling on Broad Quay accessed by a 
new controlled crossing. 

Extensive consultation has taken place on the project, including stakeholder workshops targeted 
at protected groups. Each programme is subject to its own EQIA.

Legal and Financial Implications

5. All works will be tendered through the Council’s Framework and/or procured in accordance with 
Financial Regulations to ensure best value.

Appendices:

Appendix 1 – Funding streams and options on Broad Quay 
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Appendix 2 – MetroBus proposals showing area of the Centre currently being repaved in natural 
stone – from St Augustine parade to Electricity House


